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FISHING TAX � NATIONAL PARTY POLICY 

617. Mr E.S. RIPPER to the Leader of the National Party: 

My question without notice is to the Leader of the National Party and it is about National Party policy. I refer to 
the government�s plan to impose a fishing tax on recreational fishers, which will see a family of four who fish 
from a boat face costs of at least $1 000 before they even put a line in the water. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr E.S. RIPPER: I ask � 

(1) Is it National Party policy to support the government�s tax on recreational fishing? 

(2) If yes to (1), why? 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 

I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the question. 

(1)-(2) Yes, we do support the policy. We think it is a very important policy for Western Australia and for the 
protection of Western Australian fishing stocks. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Order, member for Albany! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I believe that the ability to put together a database of the recreational fishing sector to look 
at what it is doing, what it is catching and the number of times it is fishing will give the Minister for Fisheries a 
very strong database to work on the management of the fisheries sector. There is no doubt that all Western 
Australians are concerned about the pressures on the fishing industry, as well as on the recreational fishing 
sector. There are many people who drop a line and do not catch anything, and it is important that we as a 
government manage that. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: I thought that those opposite held that position as well. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: When Minister Ford in the previous government talked about this regularly, he seemed to be 
very concerned about it. However, as we have seen today, the process of moving from this side of the Parliament 
to the opposite side of Parliament � 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I ask the Leader of the National Party to take his seat. Members, the Leader of the Opposition 
has asked a question. The Leader of the National Party is endeavouring to answer that question. I would like to 
be able to hear him answer it. I am sure the Leader of the Opposition would too. Leader of the National Party. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

Mr M.P. Murray: You are a piggy grunter! 

The SPEAKER: I ask the Leader of the National Party to take his seat. I do not think the member for Collie-
Preston was absent last week when I made some remarks about how members of this place should be addressed, 
and I formally call him to order for the first time. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The member for Collie-Preston wants to make sure that his only contributions to the 
Parliament are interjections. When he refers to them in Hansard in future he will see them as a pretty sad 
reflection on him. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: By the way, we do not know what the member for Collie-Preston is going to put � 
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The SPEAKER: I ask the Leader of the National Party to take his seat. I suggest to the Leader of the National 
Party as well, if he is to progress with the answer to this question, that he get directly to the answer and not divert 
himself or other members of this place with other comments. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Thank you, Mr Speaker. 

It is very important, when recreational fishermen provide the important information on the form required for 
their licence, that they actually put the truth of what they have done. For some members of this house, putting the 
truth about what they have done with recreational fishing might be quite difficult. If filling in the form requires 
them to indicate that they have broken the law yet again, it might create a problem. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: The question from the Leader of the Opposition is about National Party policy on 
recreational fishing. We support the proposition put forward by Minister Moore and we believe that we are at a 
crucial point in managing the recreational fishing sector. I am aware that there is some push back and there is 
some concern. However, it may be that some of the push back includes comments like this question and telling 
everyone that it is going to cost $1 000 to go fishing. That may be where the push back is coming from, as the 
Leader of the Opposition has managed to create a fear campaign in the community that is not based whatsoever 
on any reality. 
 


